
 

 

 

 

Position Statement: 

 

Provision of Quality Genetic Services and Care: Building a Multidisciplinary Collaborative Approach 

among Nurses, Genetic Counselors, and Other Health Professionals. 

 

Background. The International Society of Nurses in Genetics (ISONG) is a professional nursing organization 

that strives to address the needs of members in providing genetic and genomic services within the healthcare 

system of their respective nations. The organization works toward improving appropriate access to high-quality 

genetic and genomic services for the benefit of individuals, families, communities, and populations affected 

with and/or at risk for genetic-related conditions (American Nurses Association [ANA] & International Society 

of Nurses in Genetics [ISONG], 2016; ISONG, 2006, n.d.). Internationally, nurses who specialize in genetics 

and genomics receive various preparation and fulfill various roles. In the United States, genetic counselors are 

health professionals with specialized education, training and experience in medical genetics and counseling. 

The goal of genetic counselors is to help people understand and adapt to the implications of genetic 

contributions to disease (Calzone et al., 2013; Jenkins & Rodriguez, 2017; National Society of Genetic 

Counselors, 2021; Resta et al., 2006). In certain nations, advance practice genetic and genomic nurses are 

licensed professionals with a defined legal scope of practice and specialized education and training in genetics 

and genomics (Nurse Portfolio Credentialing Commission, 2021). They provide broad-based, holistic care for 

people's genetic and genomic health, including care for vulnerable and underserved populations (ANA & 

ISONG, 2016).  

 

Issue. Genetic counselors, advance practice nurses and genetic and genomic nurses at all levels offer essential 

support to multidisciplinary healthcare teams (ANA & ISONG, 2016; Calzone et al., 2013; Campion et al., 

2019; Hegge et al., 2015; Hull et al., 2020; ISONG, 2006; Monsen, 2009). There is a need for close 

collaboration within the community of healthcare providers to meet the needs of individuals, families, 

communities and populations as genetics, genomics, pharmacogenomics, and precision health become integral 

to all aspects of healthcare (Bowdin et al., 2016; Brothers & Knapp, 2018). 

 

Recommendations. It is the position of ISONG that the organization will collaborate internationally and 

inclusively with all health care providers to promote benchmark genetic and genomic care by:  

• respecting and valuing the knowledge, perspectives, contributions, and areas of competence of 

colleagues and collaborating with them to provide the highest quality of services;  

• advocating for genetic and genomic counseling services to be provided by appropriately trained, 

qualified, competent and credentialed genetic and genomic professionals to serve and protect the 

public; 

• forming and collaborating with multidisciplinary research teams to develop effective, high-quality, 

evidence-based approaches to genetic and genomic services, including: prevention, screening, 

diagnostics, prognostics, selection of precision medicine treatment, monitoring of treatment 

effectiveness, and providing psychosocial support; 

 



 

 

• engaging with and leading multidisciplinary teams in research projects to understand the 

environmental factors and social determinants of health, which influence genetics and genomics 

relevant to personalized care; 

• educating students, health care professionals, insurers, educators, legislators, public health officials, 

international colleagues, and the public regarding the expanding role of genetics and genomics as 

integral components in the promotion of the public's health and well-being; 

• promoting the inclusion of diverse populations and the provision of precision health for all 

individuals. 

 

Summary. The International Society of Nurses in Genetics recognizes that their central focus is to support 

members in providing the highest quality of evidence-based genetic and genomic health care to individuals, 

families, communities, and populations within their nation.  ISONG embraces opportunities to collaborate with 

all health care providers in research, education, and the provision of high-quality multidisciplinary care.  

 

  



 

 

References 

 

American Nurses Association & International Society of Nurses in Genetics. (2016). Genetics/genomics 

nursing: Scope and standards of practice (2nd ed.). American Nurses Publishing.  

Bowdin, S., Gilbert, A., Bedoukian, E., Carew, C., Adam, M., & Belmont, J. et al. (2016). Recommendations 

for the integration of genomics into clinical practice. Genetics in Medicine, 18(11), 1075-1084. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/gim.2016.17 

Brothers, K., & Knapp, E. (2018). How should primary care physicians respond to direct-to-consumer genetic 

test results. AMA Journal of Ethics, 20(9), E812-818. https://doi.org/10.1001/amajethics.2018.812 

Calzone, K. A., Jenkins, J., Bakos, A. D., Cashion, A. K., Donaldson, N., Feero, W. G., Feetham, S., Grady, P. 

A., Hinshaw, A. S., Knebel, A. R., Robinson, N., Ropka, M. E., Seibert, D., Stevens, K. R., Tully, L. A., 

& Webb, J. A. (2013). A blueprint for genomic nursing science. Journal of Nursing Scholarship, 45(1), 

96-104. https://doi.org/10.1111/jnu.12007  

Campion, M., Goldgar, C., Hopkin, R., Prows, C., & Dasgupta, S. (2019). Genomic education for the next 

generation of health-care providers. Genetics in Medicine, 21(11), 2422-2430. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41436-019-0548-4 

Hegge, M., Fowler, M., Bjarnason, D., Godfrey, T., Lee, C., Lioce, L., Ngai, M., Robichaux, C., Schroeter, K., 

Shije, J, Swanson, E., Tanner, M., Thomas, E., Wocial, L., & Zanni, K.. (2015). Code of ethics for 

nurses with interpretive statements. American Nurses Association. Retrieved March 8, 2021, from 

https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/nursing-excellence/ethics/code-of-ethics-for-nurses/coe-

view-only/ 

Hull, L. E., Gold, N. B., & Armstrong, K. A. (2020). Revisiting the roles of primary care clinicians in genetic 

medicine. JAMA, 324(16), 1607. https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2020.18745 

International Society of Nurses in Genetics. (2006, November). Provision of quality genetic services and care: 

Building a multidisciplinary, collaborative approach among genetic nurses and genetic counselors. 

ISONG: Position Statements. Retrieved April 5, 2021, from https://www.isong.org/page-1325072  

 

https://doi.org/10.1038/gim.2016.17
https://doi.org/10.1001/amajethics.2018.812
https://doi.org/10.1111/jnu.12007
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41436-019-0548-4
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/nursing-excellence/ethics/code-of-ethics-for-nurses/coe-view-only/
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/nursing-excellence/ethics/code-of-ethics-for-nurses/coe-view-only/
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2020.18745
https://www.isong.org/page-1325072


 

 

International Society of Nurses in Genetics (n.d.). Mission/vision. International Society of Nurses in Genetics 

(ISONG). Retrieved April 5, 2021, from https://www.isong.org/page-1325057  

Jenkins, J. & Rodriguez, L. (2017). Chapter 3 - Educational issues and strategies for genomic medicine. In G. 

Ginsburg, H. Willard, & S. David (Eds.), Genomic and precision medicine: Primary care (3rd ed., pp. 

45-58). Academic Press. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-800685-6.00006-0 

Monsen, R. (2009). Genetics and ethics in health care: New questions in the age of genomic health. American 

Nurses Association. 

National Society of Genetic Counselors. (2021, February 7). ASBrS-NSGC joint statement of medical societies 

regarding genetic testing requirements. NSGC Position Statements. Retrieved April 5, 2021, from 

https://www.nsgc.org/Policy-Research-and-Publications/Position-Statements/Position-

Statements/Post/asbrs-nsgc-joint-statement-of-medical-societies-regarding-genetic-testing-requirements-

1 

Nurse Portfolio Credentialing Commission. (2021). Credentials offered. Retrieved April 5, 2021, from 

https://nurseportfolio.org/credentials-offered  

Resta, R., Biesecker, B. B., Bennett, R. L., Blum, S., Estabrooks Hahn, S., Strecker, M. N., & Williams, J. L. 

(2006). A new definition of genetic counseling: National society of genetic counselors’ task force 

report. Journal of Genetic Counseling, 15(2), 77-83. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10897-005-9014-3  

 

 

 

 

Original position statement prepared by: The Ethics and Public Policy Committee and approved by the 

ISONG Board November 2006. 

 

Revised June 2021 by: 

Stephanie Steinbart, MPH, BSN, RN, GCN, Westat, Rockville, Maryland, USA 

Alexis Hall, PhD, RN, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, USA 

 

Approved by: ISONG Board of Directors, July 15, 2021 

 

https://www.isong.org/page-1325057
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-800685-6.00006-0
https://www.nsgc.org/Policy-Research-and-Publications/Position-Statements/Position-Statements/Post/asbrs-nsgc-joint-statement-of-medical-societies-regarding-genetic-testing-requirements-1
https://www.nsgc.org/Policy-Research-and-Publications/Position-Statements/Position-Statements/Post/asbrs-nsgc-joint-statement-of-medical-societies-regarding-genetic-testing-requirements-1
https://www.nsgc.org/Policy-Research-and-Publications/Position-Statements/Position-Statements/Post/asbrs-nsgc-joint-statement-of-medical-societies-regarding-genetic-testing-requirements-1
https://nurseportfolio.org/credentials-offered
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10897-005-9014-3

